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A Quick Overview of
The State of Childcare
Welcome to our Child Care Issue of “The Community Action E-Pages. Substantial
resources are being directed into the much needed Child Care Sector. Currently,
there is a dramatic shortage of childcare slots as the Montana economy reopens. For
every available slot, there are 3 children waiting to take the spot. The pandemic
permanently closed many centers and the financial incentives for new facilities to
establish themselves are not enticing enough to fill the demand. The following
provides the most current updates on Best Beginnings, sliding scale rates, Provider
information, and the child tax credit program. In this time of great uncertainty, one
thing we know for sure is a lot of money is being directed to child care and things will
continue to change.
As we now have an opportunity to look back on 2020, we all acknowledge what a
difficult year this was for the child care system. The pandemic intensified already
strained child care providers and families. Data collected prior to the pandemic
indicated that providers were already leaving the field prior to COVID-19. The
pandemic just sped up the process and forced many childcare centers to close with
massive declines in attendance due to COVID-19. As of December, 2020, childcare
attendance was down 32% from pre-COVID levels.
The findings of the 2020 annual survey, Child Care Aware® of America, CCAA will
discuss these findings as they pertain to Montana. HRDC7’s Child care Department
covers 12 counties, 7 of which extend beyond the agency’s service area. The survey
data targeted child care supply & capacity, quality rating & improvement systems

(QRIS), CCR&R services, child care initiatives, and annual child care pricing. For the
sake of this short summary only the high points of these findings will be reported for
Montana only.
Although the numbers seem to indicate that child care providers are recovering, there
is evidence that attendance and enrollment have not recovered as well. It is
anticipated that the number of permanent closures will continue to increase as states
and CCR&Rs update their licensing and referral information. As the prospects for
earning a living as a child care provider grow more dismal, the child care workforce
declines. This means that as more parents return to work, it will become even more
difficult to find the childcare they need. Currently, for every three children needing
child care there is only one open slot.
The Quality Rating Improvement System is a general term used to describe a system
that helps parents understand the level of quality in childcare, preschool, and school
age care programs.
In the 2020 state wide QRIS survey provided the following data as published by
Montana DPHHS:
There were 6807 spaces in QRIS child care centers. 751 were at the highest
QRIS level.
There were 1247 spaces in QRIS Family Child Care.
There were 34,488 requests for Child Care Referrals.
There are 278 Child Care Centers and 617 Family Child care programs.
For all Child Care Centers in Montana there were 14,683 Child Care Spaces
For Family Childcare there were 6,033 spaces.

New Sliding Fee Scale
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Monthly Child Tax Credits
June 7, 2021
WASHINGTON — The Internal Revenue Service has started sending letters to more
than 36 million American families who, based on tax returns filed with the agency,
may be eligible to receive monthly Child Tax Credit payments starting in July.
The expanded Child Tax Credit was authorized by the American Rescue Plan Act,
enacted in March. Letters are going to families who may be eligible based on
information they included in either their 2019 or 2020 federal income tax return or
those who used the Non-Filers tool on IRS.gov last year to register for an Economic
Impact Payment.
Families who are eligible for advance Child Tax Credit payments will receive a
second, personalized letter listing an estimate of their monthly payment, which
begins July 15.
Most families do not need to take any action to get their payment. Normally, the IRS
will calculate the payment amount based on the 2020 tax return. If that return is not
available, either because it has not yet been filed or it has not yet been processed, the
IRS will instead determine the payment amount using the 2019 return.
Eligible families will begin receiving advance payments, either by direct deposit or
check. The payment will be up to $300 per month for each qualifying child under
age 6 and up to $250 per month for each qualifying child ages 6 to 17.The IRS will
issue advance Child Tax Credit payments on July 15, August 13, September 15,
October 15, November 15 and December 15.

Montana Emergency Rental
Assistance Program Now Available
The Montana Emergency Rental
Assistance program will help an estimated
8,000 Montana renters stay in their
homes. Renters may receive a monthly
maximum of $2,200 for past due and

future rent payments, up to $300 for past
due and future utilities including gas and
electric, and $50 per month for internet.
Households may access assistance dating
back to April 1, 2020. Montanans may
check their eligibility and apply now for
Emergency Rental Assistance at
housing.mt.gov.

3rd Economic Impact Payment
If you missed out on the 3 rd EIP payment, it’s not too late. Every eligible person is entitled to these
funds. EIPs, also known as stimulus payments are issued to individuals regardless of income, even if
you didn’t file a tax return. You must have a Social Security number and cannot be supported by
someone else who claims you as a dependent.
People experiencing homelessness and those without bank accounts who did not receive the first two
EIP payments can still qualify for those payments when they file their 2020 return by claiming the
Recovery Rebate Credit. There is a special section on IRS.gov that can help: Once on the site, click on
Claiming the 2020 Recovery Rebate Credit if you are not required to file a tax return.
Here is what you need to know:
More people qualify for the 3 rd EIP than earlier payments.
Payment amounts - Most families will get $1,400 per person, including all eligible dependents claimed
on their tax return.
Qualifying dependents - are not restricted to children under 17.
Taxpayers who file using an ITIN may be eligible - to receive a third payment for their qualifying
dependent. Dependents with a social security # can receive up to $1,400 per qualified dependent

Getting the payment

The IRS will use available information to determine eligibility and issue the 3 rd payment to
eligible people who:
Filed a 2020 tax return
Filed a 2019 tax return if the 2020 tax return has not been submitted or processed yet
Did not file a 2020 or 2019 tax return but registered for the first EIP payment with the Non-Filers
tool in 2020,
And are federal benefit recipients who do not usually file a tax return.

Permanent address not required
People can claim an Economic Impact Payment or other credits even if they don’t have a permanent
address. In addition, free post office boxes may be available by applying to your local post office. The
postal service also has “General Delivery” mail service for people without a permanent address. A
Homeless shelter counts as a home
File for free - The fastest and easiest way to get the 2020 Recovery Rebate Credit and EITC or to get
the third EIP payment is to file a return electronically using IRS Free File. People can use a smartphone
or computer to visit IRS.gov and click the File Your Taxes for Free link.
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