


We continue to review the remaining applications received during the first grant submission 
period and will be sending out letters of intent to award, followed by contracts and payments in 
the coming weeks. The first quarterly payment should be issued within 10 business days after we 
have received a signed contract. The attached documents address frequently asked questions and 
further outlines our process. 

Finally, it's important to understand where we have been and where we are headed as we 
reinforce our critical child care industry. As we shift from emergency models of support and 
funding, Montana maintains extremely low unemployment and its workforce cannot be 
effectively served due to a lack of child care capacity. We are pleased that our efforts continue 
to move from 'survival business practices and programming (i.e., keeping the doors open) and 
morph into stabilizing your industry long term. The Stabilization Grants are only one way to 
ensure the future of child care small business, promote opportunities to develop viable business 
plans, establish job security and a sustainable workforce, and consequently support Montana's 
children and families. 

Other supports available for the child care workforce include recruitment and retention bonuses 
(soon to be issued through the Early Childhood Project); a technical assistance and training 
model for business continuity and sustainability, along with a shared service model to share 
expenses and expertise in business operations; an opportunity for communities to come together 
and plan for their individual and unique child care needs, with funding support; and funding 
support for new child care providers or those that decide to expand locations, their hours, slots, 
or offerings. 

We remain dedicated to close collaboration with our child care provider community and 
interested stakeholders. 

Thank you for your patience as we continue to process your applications and payments. We will 
continue to communicate with you regularly throughout this process. If you have not received a 
request for information to complete your application, a letter of intent, or a contract by February 
4, 2022, please reach out to us at Cindy.Straughn@mt.gov. 

Sincerely, 

9Paf1[>' 
Jamie Palagi, Administrator 
Early Childhood and Family Support Division 




